
September 20, 2018 
  

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners  
 
Chairman Bommersbach called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners were in 
attendance.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Auditor/Treasurer Hanson had 
several additions to the agenda.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt the agenda as submitted.  Commissioner 
Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach asked if everyone had the opportunity to read the proposed minutes of the September 4th 
meeting.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 4th meeting as presented.  
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Auditor/Treasurer Hanson presented the board with CR 09-20-2018-1 on the classification of Tax Forfeited parcels as non-
conservation lands and to approve the sale of the parcels listed for sale.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to adopt CR 
09-20-2018-1.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were five yeas and no nays.   
CR 09-20-2018-1 was adopted on a unanimous vote and is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.  Additional discussion 
set the Tax Forfeiture sale for December 5, 2018, at 10 a.m.  A/T Hanson then brought forward discussion regarding parcel 
27-2534000 in the city of Gary which forfeited to the state in 1982 and has remained as forfeited lands since that time.  She 
stated that someone had inquired regarding the property and this is what had brought the property to light.  A/T Hanson 
suggested that she could contact adjacent land owners regarding purchasing the property, since it is not a buildable 
property on its own and conduct a private sale between adjacent land owners, however, it was the consensus of the board 
to add the property to the tax forfeiture sale.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to add the property to the Tax 
Forfeiture sale in December, Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.    
 
At 9:30 a.m. Scottie Allison, Beltrami County Veterans Service Officer, and Joe Vene, retired Beltrami County Commissioner, 
addressed the board with regard to the proposed Veteran’s Home to be built in Bemidji on land donated by Sanford Health 
to serve the NW area of Minnesota.  Mr. Allison explained that $12.4 million was provided by Governor Dayton and the MN 
Legislature in the Bonding Bill in May 2018 for the Bemidji Veterans Home which would be a 72 bed facility.  The gentlemen 
provided a timeline for the home project and also noted where they are at with community fund raising, stating that all 
local and state donations result in a 65% donation match from the Federal Government.  The board thanked them for the 
information.   
 
At 9:58 a.m. Solveig Kitchell, Director of the Norman County Historical & Genealogical Society and curator of the Pioneer 
Village, addressed the county board with information as to what they are about and what they have done with the 
increased funding through their appropriation from the county this past year.  Solveig also invited the board to come visit 
Pioneer Village or join them for Coffee and Conversations on Wednesdays at the museum, stating they average 35-40 
attendees on a weekly basis.  Ms. Kitchell thanked the board for their continued support and asked that the county 
continue to support the NCHGS at the level of 2018 for the future; and also indicated they would never turn down 
increased funding.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach called for a short break at 10:12 a.m.   
 
 At 10:20 a.m. Bob Ramstad, Supervisor of County Infrastructure, presented the Highway Department portion of the 
agenda.   Mr. Ramstad brought forward a request for final payment in the amount of $9,476.50 to Korby Contracting for 
DNR 0036-16-1C, Bridge Rehab Project on the Agassiz Trail.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve the final 
payment to Korby Contracting, Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Bob also noted that the 
crew was finishing graveling in District 5.  Chairman Bommersbach requested that Bob have Jerilyn send out prospective 
dates for the yearly road tour.   Discussion also ensued regarding the Hwy 75 reconstruction in Hendrum in 2019.   
 
At 10:30 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board regarding the Flexible Spending Account currently handled thru 
Region 1.  Mr. Stene stated that he had been notified by Region 1 that they will no longer be handling these types of 
accounts beginning January 1, 2019.  They had given David information on three companies that would be able to handle 
this for the county, and David suggested using Further, the company which is now handling the Health Savings Account and 
VEBA for employees.  Discussion ensued as to how many employees are using this benefit and whether it should be 
continued when Mr. Stene stated that the county would have to upfront funds for this to be reimbursed through the payroll 
deductions.  David will check into this further and look at setting policy to protect the county.  
 
At 10:40 a.m. Garry Johanson, Environmental Services Officer, gave the board an update on his recent AMEM Conference 
held at Breezy Point.  Garry stated that he will be the 1st Vice President of the Association of Minnesota Emergency 
Managers for 2019.  Mr. Johanson also notified the board that he has received a notice that Norman County will once again 
receive a $16,000 Emergency Management Planning Grant in 2019.   
 
Garry also presented the board with the Solid Waste Market Resolution and read it into the record declaring the Market 
Price for all MSW generated in Norman County during CY 2019 to be $34.19 per ton, based upon the lowest price available 
in the area.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to adopt CR 09-20-2018-2, the Solid Waste Market Resolution.  
Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and on roll call vote it was adopted unanimously.  A copy of this resolution is 
on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   Mr. Johanson also mentioned that he would be attending the Solid Waste 
Administrators conference at Brainerd, the MACPZA Conference in Chaska, the AMC Conference in Bloomington as well as 
being a presenter at the Buffer Conference at Brainerd in the coming months.   



 
At 10:55 a.m. County Attorney, James Brue, addressed the board with regard to a liquor license application for Nicole 
Skansgaard Lunde who currently operates the Flom Café.  Ms. Lunde addressed the board with information regarding the 
fact that she is now going to be operating what was formerly the Flom Pub under the name of County Road 38 Bar and Grill 
and would like to be able to offer a full line of spirits for her customers.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the 
application for an On/Off sale Intoxicating Liquor License on Ms. Lunde’s behalf.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   Ms. Lunde thanked the board for their consideration and invited them all to stop in to the 
new restaurant in the near future.   
 
Attorney Brue brought forward information regarding office moves for the County Attorney and Norman Mahnomen Public 
Health into space currently occupied by the Extension Service and Human Resources.  This would bring the County 
Attorney’s Office into the courthouse and save the county the cost of renting space in the Arvig building.  This move would 
also make additional space available for the Sheriff’s Office in part of the area now occupied by the Public Health Offices 
which will not be occupied by the Extension Service.   
 
At 11:15 a.m. Aimee Eggen, NMPH, reported to the board on the Kids in Motion Conference she attended in Boulder, 
Colorado, from August 28th to September 1st.  Aimee stated this was a very good conference dealing with child passenger 
safety.  Ms. Eggen noted that August 29th was spent entirely on the “Buckle Up for Life” program sponsored by Toyota.  
Aimee also shared how the car seat program has grown in Norman and Mahnomen Counties in the past few years.   
 
A/T Hanson brought forward information on the Agreement to Provide Professional Services between MnCCC and Trimin 
Systems Inc. along with a Board Ratification Statement for the services agreement for the maintenance and support of the 
Integrated Financial System used by Norman County.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 
approve the Board Ratification Statement, Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 11:30 a.m. the First Floor Department Heads addressed the board with regard to the Computer Compromise 
experienced on August 15th and what an impact it has had on their departments.  A/T Hanson shared how this has affected 
her staff and the workflow of the office and urged commissioners to consider purchasing a backup tape drive for the server 
such as the county had maintained for many years, so that county offices would not be facing a loss of data and information 
as experienced at this time.  David Stene, CFO, presented the board with a quote for the purchase of a backup drive from 
Morris Electronics for planning at this budget time.  Chairman Bommersbach asked Mr. Stene to check with our insurance 
provider to see if our policy would provide for any help in recreating lost documents or retrieving documents.  Mr. Stene 
was also asked to contact Shawn Larsen of Morris Electronics to ask him to attend a future IT meeting.   
 
At 11:45 a.m. Jill Murray, Assessor, gave each member of the board a page from the September issue of Fair+Equitable the 
IAAO newsletter demonstrating the GIS Property Sales Map, and stating that Norman County was selected as the IAAO 
Member Map of the Month sponsored by esri.  Ms. Murray wanted the board to be aware of the availability of this 
information through the GIS website.   
 
At 11:50 a.m. Galen Cariveau, Human Resources, addressed the board regarding a Salary Committee Report with regard to 
the salaries of the Deputy Recorders.  Mr. Cariveau stated that they find that the Norman County pay scale for this position 
is not competitive with the market.  Therefore, the Salary Committee recommends a salary adjustment of $2.00 per hour 
for this position, as well as these employees being eligible for the COLA adjustment in 2019.  The salary adjustment would 
take effect January 1, 2019.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the recommendation of the Salary 
Committee to grant a $2.00 per hour increase to Virginia Olson and Stacy Erickson effective January 1, 2019.  Commissioner  
Jacobson seconded the motion, on vote there were 4 yeas, and 1 nay from Commissioner Gunderson, motion carried.   
Mr. Cariveau also presented the board with a note from Crystal Stene, of Social Services, with regard to her intent to file for 
a term on the City Council of Ada and be on the November ballot.   
 
At 12 noon David Stene, CFO, presented information on changes he made to the budget.  After much discussion with 
changes made as well as setting the preliminary levy, Commissioner Hall made a motion to set the proposed gross levy at 
$6,437,673, which is a 3% increase over the 2018 final levy.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach asked if everyone had the opportunity to review the bills.  Commissioner Gunderson made a 
motion to approve the bills as presented:   
 
Revenue - $ 76,588.60   Road & Bridge - $ 49,222.49  County EDA - $ 2,768.00 
Public Health - $ 4,910.57   County Ditch - $ 21,984.75  County Homes - $ 530.00  
TOTAL:  $ 156,004.41  
 
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and the motion unanimously carried.   
 
Seeing there was no further business before the board, Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to adjourn the meeting, 
Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion, all voted in favor and at 12:30 p.m. Chairman Bommersbach adjourned 
the meeting.   
 
 
 
______________________________________________  _________________________________________ 
Steven Bommersbach, Chairman     Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer   
 


